ADOPTING AN ANIMAL - A FUN TIME!
(WHAT TO CONSIDER)
Getting a new pet is an exciting time,. Have you/Do you: ???????????????????????
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Discussed this with everyone that will be involved with the animal and gotten a head nod, an OK and a hand shake.
Decided who will be the primary caregiver. An adult must supervise any child that has agreed since kids may forget.
Done your homework deciding on the right breed, size, age, gender, personality of an animal for your household.
Understand that puppies/kittens pee, poop, chew, jump on, nip, scratch and need your help in learning to be mannerly and
enjoyable.
Older dogs from the shelter may not be housetrained, have bad teeth, be overweight and have underlying illnesses.
Know what laws pertain to your pet in the county and state.
Know what preventive and health maintenance vetting needs to be done for your pet over the years.
Calculated the monthly/annual cost of food and health care for your pet.
Made the commitment to love, honor and cherish your pet for its lifetime !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

THE TIME TO ADOPT HAS ARRIVED
(SOME SUGGESTIONS)
1. Look at all available animals to see if there are any that fit your “dream” dog/cat based on your homework.
2. Observe each of those animals for a period of time seeing how they interact with siblings and people, what their energy level
is and what their personality is like.
3. Now spend time with any of the animals that meet your “requirements”. While cuteness is a heartcatcher, it may lead to heartache in the future when the “fit” isn’t right because you overlooked the rest of the traits you wanted.
4. Bring any current dogs along to see how the new member of the animal family will get along. Note: Friendly kittens and puppies should get along with other animals even if the current pet is older and doesn’t take to them immediately. Cats may take
weeks to adjust to a new dog or cat in the family and need extra attention during that time.
5. Bring along purchased items needed on adoption day e.g. collars, leash, carriers and have everything at home ready e.g. potty
boxes, food bowls, etc.
6. If the decision isn’t wholehearted by all concerned, best to think about it or look for another cat or dog in the future. Remember, this is a decision for a lifetime.

THE JOY OF NEW PET OWNERSHIP
1. The first few days may be the best and worst of the new relationship. Getting to know your new family member is so fun but
this is also the time when some of what you find out about your new pet may mean there’s work ahead. The amount of time
spent now in training your cat and dog will be worth its weight in gold in the future when you have a mannerly, enjoyable
friend.
2. Most animals are returned to the shelter within the first week or after about six months - the amount of time for the
“honeymoon to be over”. If a true commitment was made from the start there won’t be any question about keeping the animal
and working through the issues that arise. It’s just like a good marriage!
3. Make sure your pet gets spayed/neutered as required by law, sees the vet to receive the proper health maintenance care and
gets started on a good diet of food and love.
4. Give your pet plenty of time to settle in, get accustomed to you and the rest of the family including other pets, and learn the
routine. Remember, they had a prior life - good or bad - that will take time to forget.
SOCIETY’S MORAL PROGRESS CAN BE JUDGED BY
THE WAY ITS ANIMALS ARE TREATED.
GANDHI

